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THE MODERN GIRL
I have received a letter written on behalf of eleven girls
whose names and addresses have been sent to me. I give it
below with changes that make it more readable without in any
way altering the meaning:
"Your comments on the letter of a. lady student captioned
" Students* Shame " and published in the Harijan of the 31st December,
1938 deserve special attention. The modern girl, it seems, has provoked
you to the extent that you have disposed of her finally as one playing
Juliet to half a dozen Romeos. This remark which betrays your idea
about women in general is not very inspiring.
In these days when women are coming out of closed doors to help
men and take an equal share of the burden of life, it is indeed strange
that they are still blamed even when they are maltreated by men. It
cannot be denied that instances can be cited where the fault is equally
divided. There may be a few girls playing Juliets to half a dozen
Romeos. But such cases presuppose the existence of half a dozen
Romeos, moving about the streets in quest of a Juliet. And it cannot
or should never be taken that modern girls are categorically all Juliets
or modern youths all Romeos. You yourself have come in contact with
quite a number of modern girls and may. have been struck by their
resolution, sacrifice and other sterling womanly virtues.
As for forming public opinion against such misdemeanours as
pointed out by your correspondent, it is not for girls to do it, not so
much out of false shame as from its ineffectiveness.
But a statement like this from one revered all over the world
seems to hold a brief once more for that worn out and unbecoming
saying, 'Woman is the gate of Hell'.
From the foregoing remarks, however, please do not conclude that
modern girls have no respect for you. They hold you in as much respect
as every young man does. To be hated or pitied is what they resent
much. They are ready to mend their ways if they are really guilty.
Their guilt, if any, must be conclusively proved before they are anathe-
matized. In this respect they would neither desire to take shelter under
the covering of ' ladies, please', nor would they silently stand and allow
the judge to condemn them in his own way. Truth must be faced; the
modern girl or ' Juliet', as you have called her, has courage enough to
face it."
My correspondents do not perhaps know that I began ser-
vice of India's women in South Africa more than forty years
ago when perhaps none of them was born. I hold myself to be
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